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In the Virginlus matter Bpain hos asked for delay to
shtats furtber information, and the request has been
granted ; the veport of executions on the 10th of Novem-
bor le denled; the Spaniah Minister for Colonies bas
arived st Mavaus === The French Minlsters have
sendered thelr restignatlons to Presidont MaeMahon, but
their aeeaptanes has becn postponed. e—== The sccond
Iuteh expedition sgatust the Atcbecnese Las stirted
frowm Batavia.

The United Statea Treasury is declared to be sulr
antially bankrupt, ==——= Accountant Warren's report
on the Pheipa defalestion Is ssid o eriticlse very sc-
verely the defects o the system of Blale Treaswry
managemont, === Robert Finney, Becretary of two
Pittsburgh Insuraues companies, has emberzicd nbout
$176,000. === The Friends' Natlonal First-Day School
Couventicn la In session st Lynn, Muss, === Nav-
fgation on the Erle Caual bas  been  sud-
devly olosed by ice. e=== No cloe hias becn
discowersd  to  the muarderer of Mra.  Joseph
Asllock, sl New-Canaan, Conn, === A Boston
pliysician committed suicide throngh chagrin at u pro-
fessionnl mistake, === A jury of Boston physicians
warned the public ugalnst the danger of juhaline chloro-
form, 1 ding ether | 1. === The American
Iron sud Bieel Association held its apnua!l meetiug iu
Philedeiphin. === The Report of the Comussioner of
Juternal Revenue shows au iucrease io the productivu
aod export of tobaooo, -

The City of New-York, from Havaoa, brooght intelli-
genee of the selzare of hee passengers and tho arrost of
200 persons on the Island. == The Clearing-house As-
socistion made minor changes in the report of Lhe Com-
wiktoe of Nive on Banking Eaforms, === The engincer
and the boy wio was sald to have been lu chinrge of the
potler which exploded lu Marlem teatified ot the inquest.
e=== A portion of the bonds stolen from the Cuban
Junts were recovored, === An Evglish foreer was
arrested. ==== A meoting was held to devise measures
for relleving the prevalling destitution without foster-
Log public pauperisw. ===a Gold, 109, 1083, 109§ Ther-
@owoter, 4%, 312°, 1. E

The report of Mr. Warren, the expert who
has examived the books of the State Treas-
urer and Controller, according to our Albany
disputches, is expected to make & sensation,
It is said that this report will maky againsi
the long cstablished routine in the b offices
stronger chmges than any that Lave yet been

bnn# forward.

The protest of a large number of merchants
doing business in the neighborliood of Maiden-
Yane against the establisbment of the proposed
Jumping-ground at  the foot of that busy
streol, seems & reasonable one, and is sup-
@orwed by many lmportant considerativns. The

rubbish and filth of the city ought, in any
case, to be put to a better use than that of
creating & nuisance at our crowded docks,

o ————

A letter from Jamaiea, published this morn-
ing, gives some particulars hitherto unknown
of the sailing of the Virginius from that
island and of her capture. It seems that the
brave Varona proposed to anticipate the Span-
ish vengeance by firing the pewder magazine,
but was persuaded by Capt. Fry that the
American flug would protect him, Varona wos
n man of gallant and chivalrour vature, Even
the Havana papers speak of his humane
treatment of his prisoners while in arms in

Cuba.
e ——

The apprehension we expressed some days
ago that by a defeetion from the Centers the
demand of MaeMahon for the unconditional
prolongation of hiz powers would be granted,
has been justified by the event. It was re-
ported  yesterday that s Mindstry bl
resigned in o body, but as there was nothing
in the vote of the day before to make such a
step necessary, it was probably a mere formahty
to give the new dictator the opportunity to
reappoint them or select apother mora per-

feetly in harmony with his views.
st

An important session of the Iron and Steel
Association of the United States was begun
yesterday «in  Philadelphin, The wddress of
the President presents a highly favorable re-
port of the general condition of the great iron
trade of the country. The present difficnlties
are considered to be temporary ; they depress
all branches of productive industry. It is
claimed that the iron and steel business of
the Upited States was never on 8o substantial
basis, nor those engaged in it so independent
of foreign mterference, 'The iron men now
only ask to be let alone,

o ——
Two singular eases of popnlar and scientifie
interest are reported in our Doston corre-
spondence, Oue ia that of a suicide canged
by mortitied professional pride; and another
is the death of a patient while under the in-
flucnce of an anasthetic,. That ao enthusi-
astic young physician sbould kill himself
rather than face n fatal mistake in a diag-
nosis which he had made argues an extreme
of sensitiveness most rare.  The verdict in the
case of Mrs, Crie, who died after inhaling a
mixture of ether and chlorofonm, is & warn-
ing agaiust the use of these preparations.
——— =
Although no fiual plan of operations for re-
lief of the poor was reached by the citizens
who met informally vesterday, the suggestions
brought out in debate ave encouraging. The
almost inevitable result of any eluborate rys-
tem of relief adopted in times of great public
distress is to foster panperism. Fire and
pestilence, dreadful as they are in themselves,
are still more feared in great eities, whers
they are enre to leave in their trun u vast
number of persons who must be dependent on
charity, These, feom hecoming temporary
wards, may lupse into an alject state of pau-
perism; muny of them ave thns lost to
the productive resources of  the  State.
In the dis:ussion yesterday, in  which
such men as the Rev. Dr. John Hall,
Dorman B, Eaton, Commissioncr Myer
Stern, and others took part, this danger was
kept in view; and the too common tendeney
of the peaple to look to the Government for
Lielp was also clearly set forth. It is appar-
ent that something must be done to relieve
the distress of the poor, who are nneommonly
numerous this searon. The moeting yesterday
began a good work by appointing 8 commit-
tee of examination and one to report a plan
of operntions. Certainly there never was a
time when disereet liberality wns  more
needed than now,

THE NATIONAL FINANCES

The first duty which Congress will be ealled
upon to perform, when it comes together week
after nest, is to make the Govermment's rev-
enne eqnal to its expenditure, which can only
be done by an increase of taxation. We re-
gard an increase of taxation, umder ex-
isting circumstances, as the ouly plan by which
our currency can be saved from further de-
preciation and the country protected from
repetition of the rainous speculation and de-
meralization which followed the war, Al-
ready, as the result of the panie, lower prices
have been established in most articles. The
volume of business transactions las been
greatly contracted. The unhealthy growth of
our railroad system aud the great stock speen-
lations in Wall Strect have been stopped.
Money is steadily and even rapidly accumu-
luting at the financial centers. Confidenco is
slowly recovering, and will eontinue to in-
creage, unless it should be prostrated by fresh
catastrophes, Pat it is contrary to the genius
of the American people to keep their money
idle, The records of past experienco teach us
that before many months money will be ob-
tainable at very low rates of interest by those
who can give good security,

The ficts, then, are these: redueced prices;
diminished trade, manufactures and wages;
and an increased quantity of moncy, (It is the
last consideration to which we attach the
greatest importance, Here we have a Seere-
tary of the Treasury, without warrant of law

and without a shadow of excuse, except the

necessitiea of the Government, mauvufacturing
money at the rate of one or two millions a
week.  The inevitable result of this combina-
tion of circumstances will be another period of
Llind specilation with its accompaniments of
defaleations and swindling, with another gnd
worse collapse of credit as the eertain termi-
pation, The only czeape from these calumi-
ties of the future is the immediate stoppage
of the paper money mill at Washington, and
the withdrawsl of the illegal issae of green-
bucks alrendy made. But to effect this Con-
gress must ent down appropristions and re-
store some of the imposts whick it has re-
moved.

In reply to an objection which is sure to be
arged by the demagogues, that the people are
already “ground into the earth™ by taxation,
we have only to say that it was not taxation
which cansed the panie, and that the raising of
forty or fifty million dollars more & year from
a nation of us many souls will not be an un-
endurable hardship. If the contrary is main-
tained, we trust that the extravagant appro-
priations of the late Congress will bo viewed
in the light of that opinion. We trust that
the cost of the war with Spain which is now
80 vehemently clamored for will bo ecounted.
But still we should prefer somewhal oppres-
give taxation to the ulternative of swin-
dling the creditor classes by o further infdation
of the curtency. To min the thrifiy for
the benefit of the unthrifty is sure in the end
to destroy the prospority of a conutry, no mat-
ter what its natural advantages may be. We
arc opposed to raising money by the sale of
bonids to meet dieficiencies in enrreot revenne.
We think the people should be made to feel
the conscauences of the reekless improvidenco

of their representatives, But nothing ean be
worso than the slow, silent, steady * watering”
to which the eurrency has now for two months
heen subjected at the hands of Mr. Richard-
son. The sowing of the dragon’s teeth, the
wift of the shirt of Nessus, and similar repul-
sive conceptions of antiguity wre the only fit-
ting comparicons for the financial “ policy™ of
the Administration,

THE DILEMMA OF CASTELAR.

The late digpatches from Mudrid indicate
with sefficient clearness the straits to which
the Republican government 8 bronght in the
Virginiug aflsir. Besides the  Carlists in
Navarpe and the Federalists in Mureia, it secs
iggolf  eonfronted by Eosgland, the United
States, the Cuban Republie, and the Casine
Espadiol, all presenting the most exacting and
contradictory demands. It might make gome
reasonable disposition of the subject if it were
cordiully supported at home by the masses of
the nation, DBut although the Spaniards are
the most patriotic people in the world, they
ure never so happy as when they ean make
their patriotism a pretext for attacking the
opposite party among their own countrymen,
Nothing pleasea them more than to boast
of their own Fspaiolismoe, unless it is the
opportunity of accusing an opponent of not
being sufliciently Spanish. From twe points
of attack this i3 the charge now lurled at
Senor Castelar.  The Alfousist organs, who
imagine they see in  this complication a
chance to destroy the Repnblic and to restore
the monarchy, alteady begin to weense the
President of undue friendlinesa to the United
States, and demand that be shall send Gen.
Sickles hix passports without a momoent's de-
lay. From the other side of the field the
Republican minority, who are in sympathy
with the Intransigentes, also denounce the
Government for its loose grasp of the foreign
relations, in the hope that if the Castelar
Miuistry is overthrown there may be a chance
tor the radical socialist lenders to seize the
reing of power,

No one can doubt the disposition of Don
Ewmilio Castelar to do everything i his power
to satisfy the just elaims of the United States
in thig deplorable affuir,  Dut the attitnde of
parties in Spain shows how litile hope there
ia that the representative assembly will sune-
tion any resolate measitres of repression exer-
cised apon the officers in the Autilles who
soized the Virgining and murdered her passen-
gers and erew, I the Pewnsular aathorities
in Cuba should refuse to obey his orders in
anch o gense, there is every reason to believe
that the wvast majority in Spain would  side
with them instead of with Castelay, and that
the result wonld Dbe the full of his
Minigtry if mot the fuilure of the
Republican  experiment  in Spain. There
is, wo think, o serious question as  to
whether they would obey such onders ns, for
instance, to restore the Yirginins, and to
arrest, try, and pnnish the murderers of San-
tiago. The first mails from Cuba showed
what serene joy and pssurance of having done
a noble and beautiful thing, informed every
utterance, offcial and private, of the Span-
wmrds in the Islund. The Cily of Havana
was given up to rejoeing ; the * hizarre ma-
“rincs of the Tornado™ were ealled the
saviors of the nation. A bull-fight of unusual
splendor and ferocity was set on foot in their
honor, and the last tost of Peninsular enthn-
glasm, a subseription of eoin, wag begun for
their benefit,  They could not imagine the
possibility of o difterent view heing entertained,
or at least labored to male themselves helieve
g0, TUistrae that the news we priot this morning
would secm to mdieate that the pale cast of
thought was beginning to take some of the
lively color from these sell-satisied rojoicings,
But there are as yel not signd enough of re-
turning sanity to convines us that any measures
of reparation ondered from  Madrid could be
carr.ed into effeet in Cuba without our assist-
anco, which, a8 we have before said, would
ipovitably destroy the Castelur Government
in Spain.

We do not pretend that this is an eneonrag-
ing view to tnke of the situstion.  We have
not secn from  thoe beginning, and do not yet
#ee, anything to presage a peacelul and honor-
able solation of the diflienlly raised by the
brotal massacre at Santingo. It was one of
those outrngeous crimes which ecan never be
fully atoned and repaired, and the conse-
quences of which light equally upon the per-
petrator and the snffever. It is true that the
dispatehes from Washington to-duy, especially
thoae inspired by the Government, hold a
different, and ag far as may be guessed throngh
throngh their Delphic vagueness, a  more
cheering lunguage. We can only say the Ad-
ministration has our warmest aympathy in any
efforts it may make to suve the national honor
aud interests without bloodshed, and our
wishes in that direetion are none the less cor-
dial for the weakneas of our faith,

RREOOKLYN'S OPPORTUNITY.

The conviction of Tweed ought to be en-
courugoment for the friends of Reform in
Brooklyu, for it indicates the irresigtible power
of the people combined for the rescue of gov-
ermnment from bad hands, The unexpeetod
contdemnation of the chicf robber in this ety
carries with it the conviction of the lesser
rogues ; and we are greatly mistaken if the
annonncement of that righteons verdict has not
alrendy struck dismay to the Riug till fortified
in Brooklyn.

Next month the trial of the Distriet Attor-
ney of Kings County is to take place in this
city before Mr. Gilbert Spier, who has been
appointed to hear evidenee o the most im-
portant oase of the kind ever tried in this
State, The consequences of the decision to
the people of Brooklyn are not less mo-
mentons than those which follow the con-
demnpation of Tweed,  Indeed they are greater,
for the government of New-York had been
wrested from Tweed's grasp before his trial ;
the fate of honest government and thorough
Reform in DBrooklyn depends in larger meqs-
ure than many sappoge upon the findings
sgoinst Winchoster Dritton.  Unbappily for
Reform there, Mr. Britton stands at the very
threshold of justice to thwart the purposes of
Reform, His tirst oflicial act was to quash in-
dietments agninat ballot-box smffers who had
aitled him and bis party to frandulent success
af the polls,  Bat for lack of zeal or worse
offense in the District-Attorney’s oftice, cor-
rifpt. officinls and contractors would now he
under indictment for robberies as flagrant, if
pot as large, as any ever committed by Tweed
and his confederates. Wa need not eite the
cuses we allade to; they are alrendy familiar
to Brooklyn readers aud tax-payors generally ;
aud if ao hovest admunistration is seenred
hefore these ensos are outlawed by limitation
of time, they will also become notorious ahromd.

We Lave lately ealled attention to the cheat
practiced upon the poople of Brooklyn by the
mock prosecution of Sprague. It may be
safely set down that that delinquent officer
will never bs brought to trial as long s the

T v T

eontrol of the prosecution tbinalns in the
hands which now regulate it. It is certain,
moreover, that Rodman (knows facts which
implicate other and more mportant members
of the Ring, and a miserable intrigue has been
act on foot for the purposo of using Rodman
to pave Britton—inducing the Relormers to
consent that the inquiry into the District-
Attorney’s conduct shall be dropped on eon-
dition that Britton will aceept Rodman as a wit-
ness against the rest of the Ring. The eonvietion
of Mr. Winchester Britton will spoil this bar-
gain. It will put the Roformers in possession
wot only of the evidence to convict the actual
despoilers of the City Treasury and Trust
Company, but when Governor Dix shall ap-
point as sueeessor to the offiee of public prose-
entor a man of unquestioned integrity, they
will also have the means of punishing those
in the Water Board, Controller's ofiice and
among the publie contractors who aecepted and
paid bribes and retained publie funds. The
evidence against these several persons was
completed more than a year ago, but has never
reached o Grand Jury. There can be no pros-
eention of the Breoklyn imitators of Tweed,
no thorough reform of the local Government,
until the office of publie prosceutor is properly
administered, and the Committee of Fifty should
net with the energy which bas brought such
good results in the late trial of the chief cul-
prit in this eity.

DISPROPURTIONATE LUSS BY FIRE.

The record of the year which is about to
¢lose, while it does not so far present go
formidable a eatalogue of losses by fire in the
great conters of population and industry as
some of itz immediate predecessors, is not
after all a very encouraging one in respect to
the rectrrence of such disasters, No one ean
exmmine it without concluding that, in this
conntry, fires are mereasing mnch more rapidly
than is warranted by the inerease of business
done and values exposed to loss,

The statistics of insurance show that—leav-
ing vat of the account all the losses of com-
panies which hayve bankrupted them—the losses
by fire in forcign countries bear the same pro-
portion to the premiums reecived by insurance
companies as in this country. Dut while these
pereentages of loss are so very nearly eqnal,
the rates of preminm are very unequal,  With-
ont goingz into detail, it is sufficient for onr
present purpose that the premiums for fire
jusnrance charped in this eountry are at least
donble these charged abroad, amd they are
steadily and necessarily inercasing. [t follows
that the ratio of loss by fire to amount insured
is in this country twico ns great as in forign
eountries, How far this disproportionate loss is
preventable, what are its couses, and what the
remedies, iF guy, are questions quite us vital
to the eitizen as to the fire underwriter,  Ulti-
mately the loss falls upon the community,
whether insuranee intervenes to protect the
individunl or not; and it ia hetter to spend
pur encrgics in diseovering the eauses of the
joss than in dispating wifether it shall be paid
in the shape of inereased premimms on onr in-
siranee, ur an isereased tax upon our in-
dustry.

The headlong haste with which all onr on-
terprises are begnu and earcied forward makes
ns a reckless peonle. A majority of all the
fites, the vauses of whieh are ageertained with
vertainty, originate in sheer  carelessness—
earelessness in the vonstruetion of builidings, m
the arrangement and use of heating and lght-
ing apparatus, nad o the handling of duan-
gerons substances, Jeckless haste, and still
more reekless greed, in the absence of the
vigilaut eontrol of luw, put up baildings of
such thmsy matevinl, with snch slender par-
tition walls, and such gaping ereviees in chim
ney and tlue, that the wonder only is that the
fire compes so0 seldom when it is o constantly
invited, This evil 1= by no weans contined o
the humbler elase of structures.  In some re-
apects, and  these such as reasonable caution
and w trivial outlay wonld have prevented,
the most imposing editicea are the most faulfy.
The speenlations induced by the war led to
the hasty erection and expansion of towns in
preparation for a popilation and o prosperity
which has never come, or coming has departed,
DBuildings in sach loealities, usually beavily
mortgaged, and either budly oceupied or not
weeupied at all, are not desizable property, and
often the usurer is the ouly cash purchascr
available,

This haste with which new towns spring up
and grow into cities also prevents on the part
of the underwriter that thorongh knowledge
of hoth the character of the risks and of the
applicants, which is an essentinl  safeguard
against the nnwitting offer of a preminm upon
incendiarism. Thiz one fact places our under-
writers at great disadvantage as compared
with those of older ecountrics; amnd the disad-

vantage of the underwriter is here, to a
greater or less estens, the peril of the com-
munity.

The greater diflicalty in thia conntry in de-
tecting and punishing the erime of arson than
exists under the police aystems of the old world
contributes in no gmall degree to make life
and property insecure. In some countries of
Euzope the cause of every fire i investignted
and the underwriter is prohibited from paying
until the fire is shown to have been an honest
one. The rmle being impartial, the inquisition
damages neither the reputation nor the bosi-
ness of the insured. In this country, close
investigation into the eause of a fire is seldom
made unless the underwriters make it on sus-
picion; and, when they come into court to
resist o claim believed to be dishonest, our
courts and juries regard them with disfavor,
This indirect but powerful encouragement of
ineendigrism  much increases the frequency,
and much more the destruoctiveness of fires;
for when the origie of the fire is incendiary,
the material is expressly prepared not only to
kindle but to burs. The remedy for this
prolitie source of loss by fire is elearly within
our reach.

The veadiness with which new inventions
and discoveries are adopted inte general use
in this country, is not withont its measure of
influence in ioereasing the hazard of fire,
Stenm has come into almost universal use
Ruilways shoot along our thoroughfares, and
engine-tires bhurn day and  night  beneath
stately strueture and open strect.  Patent
heating and lighting contrivances are in con-
stapt uso by people who have neither the
sense to regulate nor to fear them, Lucifer
muatches vindieate! their title by “ playing the
wdevil” in improper places and carcless hands,
New chemical produets and combinations, the
propertivs and fpossibilitics of which are but
little known, enter into every process of ,man-
ufaetare and make our toeming factories and
towering warchouses magazines of eombnsti-
bles—often in the midst of crowded eities, the
quicker to spread desolation when the fire
ignites.

And, worst of all, petrolenm, its products
and their adulterations, add their innumerable
perits to the existing dangers, Its tranmsporta-
tion costs the [reguent loss of railwav traios,

.

depots, and docks; ita storange endangers
every warchouse where it s harbored ; and
its use entails an aunna! loss of millions, As
a true “ demon of the lamp,” it has entored
more than half the households in this country,
to put them and the roof that covers them in
continual jeopardy.

Such are a few of the more prominent reasons
for that excessive annual loss Ly fire with which
the productive indostries of this country are,
to & large extent nunecessarily, burdened.

HORSE CARS AND MORALS.

It's a pity that Buckle is dead; or that
dying, he did not drop his mantle. What a
ficld the last Few years have afforded for a
demonstration of his favorite doctrine! Is
there in all his volumes such an instance of
the relation of geography to morality a8 wns
afforded by the exteusion of our territory to
the Pacifie, and the eoincident development
of Christian statesmen? Or, coming to minor
themes, is there not food for fue theorizing
in the effect exorted on morality by horse
cars? There are many branches of this sub-
jeet. ' We are not prepared, for instanee, with
statisties of the comparative nomber and in-
tensity of the oaths of the jehns on ommuibins
tops and the drivers on front platforms. The
consequences of balkiness in the respeetive
toams, and of ohstrnetions on the road or the
tramway, would need to be collated for the
calenlation, Then as to the passengers—there
was o good hnmor in the old stage lowl,
which we miss in the modern conveyaneo
when o detention occurs. More drunken men
get into cars fthan ever did into omnibuses.
In the matier of pickpockets, the dilference
for the worse almost beggars comparison, We
know of several iustanees where suflerers who
bave lost their second or third timepiece, being
still obliged to ride in the cars, have given up
carrying o watch altogether,

But perhaps the most remaskalle effect of
the present mode of eity locomotion is in the
maltter of car fares, It is an admitted fact
thuat in a considerable proportion of eases il
the conduetor neglocts to ask for the fare, the
passenger fails to remind him. There are few
of us who have not seen a man whose appear-
anee wonld presuppose a well-lined pocket-
book and a balanee in bank, sitting for a
while with a five-cent picce between lis thumb
and finger, and after the conduetor has passed
by, qmetly slipping the eoin baek into his vest
|m|']\‘|-!', There is, however, & greater trust on
the part of the car companics in the average
honesty of the passenger than in that of the
conductor. The * patent box" system, more
in vogne in other eities than our own, de-
pends upon this falth. Yet we are informed
that even this soon indieates a progressive
decline of morality, The patrons of a new
ronte pay as they enter with great prompti-
tude and honesty; but it is the conviction of
the road owness that after a year or Lwo they
are earrying a considerable number of regzular
passengers who seldom or never pay their
Lares,

But the deterioration of morals i the ease
of conductors, if report speaks trutl, i3 some-
thing Frizhtful to contemplate, At all events,
all systems of manazement present  ore
based ipon the supposition that conduetors rre
dishonest, From time to time a ehange in the
method or the introduction of soms coniriv-
ance for checking the reeeipts, indicates the
extent of previous demoraliantion, The re-
markable cireumstance is that seoner or later
all checking contrivances are more or less
evaded, and the old pilfering is resumed. The
index that used to be placed in cars to show
the number of fares proved valueless on long
rountes, because the conductors soon discovered
that passengers would not trouble themselves
about its record, The patent box was intro-
duecl on o Brooklvn read, and suddenly
riised reccipts by 80 per eent; but gradaally
they fell awny, and in a few months were at
their previona standard, We all admit that
there i@ a high  moral  tone  abont
the atmosphere of Boston that exeites our
lopeless envy, Yet from that blissful locality
thers enme some time ago a tale of ingenious
horse-car immorality which would raise a
blush on the indeiinite eheek of a New-York
conduetor. A company there had introduced
the punch-gong system. Each conductor, as
he took a fare, was obliged to squeeze n
puneh which mnarked its record on a slip of
paper, and simultapeously g & small
gong attached to the punch, The passenger
waa to note the ving of the gong. For a
while the receipts were largely swelled,  Then
they deelined, At length they reached a
lower point than ever before. Detectives rode
up and down in the cars, listened faithfolly
tor the note of the gong with each fare,
heard it every time, and yet the receipts
were short, Months elapsed, and the propri-
etors were at their wits' end. At length the
trick was discoversd. An ingenious artisan
had furnished almost every conductor on the
road with a small duaplicate gong, which,
carried coneealed in the haud, did the ring-
ing without the recording,

Now we recolleet that there were stories in
the old time about the omunibus drivers who
sorted sixpences—"one for me and one for
“the boss"—and a pleasant legend of one
whom Lis employer overheard in the process
of sorting, and forgave because he threw the
odd sixpence in the boss's pile, Dut there
was no such systemutic loss of morals iv an
entire elass as this of to-day. As we have
said, if we had a Bockle, we might be able to
reduco this matter to a demonstration, Per-
haps the food question is at the root of the
matter. We all kuow that the ear conductor
is insuficiently fed, e is obliged to snateh
something in the semblance of a.meal in the
few minutes’ waiting of the ear at the ends
of the line. s hours are long and weary.
Suppose, as all other deviees have proved
more or less moditied [ailures, some ear enm-
pany tries the experiment of giving time
enongh for honest sleep and meals to their
employés. We should like, it only for nove-
ty's sake, to ride in & car with o well-fed
conductor,

We have sometimes thought that _thr‘rr Is some-
thing in the owunership of real estate which makes
men bard avd sharp, Perhiaps it is the taxes, or the
insurance preminms, or the tonants who commit
strip and waate, or do not pay up prowptly., HBut
when we hear of a soft-beartod laudlord, we feel
that his name should be blazoned in these columas,
(_lul_v _iu thi_a e we do not know his name. Dot he
lives in Chicopee, Mass., and they konow it there.
When he heard of the reduetion of wages in the
manufactories, he at onco reduced the rent of s
tenants one-half, 1t iso’t intimated that he is in-
u:u-.'i and we are willing to believe that he is pre-
cmptne ong of the “many mansions” which are
more desirable than the choicest corner lots or
brown-stone fronts in this tiansitory world

[R———

Anything new in the way of an ebituary notics is
a relinf—somothing liko this for instance from o
Novada newspaper: “ The many Gionds of iU
Thompaon will regret to hear that he wis hashed up
by w eatamonnt the other day on Nixon's Hdl, while
:,:inain vu':iloddlaml A Uhinaman” l";{'rm 15 1l

WYH W Wor isappointment,” ohilosophicall
outicludos tho Novadas s uusi S
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OUR RELATIONS WITII SPAIN

Continned trom First Page,

The officers of the steamer know uvothing of such
selzires, and the rumors to that effect had poves
renchod their ears, The steamer itsolf had mes
with no opposition cither 'n entering or leaviog the
harbor of Havana, -

THE SPANISH FORCE IN CUBA,
Mabnin, Thursdsy, Nov. 0, 1971,
Tt is officially announced this moming that the
offective Spanish foree in Cuba nombers 7,000 men.
s
DISCUSSIONS AT WASHINGTON.
DISINCLINATION OF CONGRESSMEN [0 PROVIDE FOR
THE CONTINGENCIES GROWING OUT OF THR
TROUBLES—HIOW THE REGISTER OF THE TREAS-
URY REGARDS TUEIR DUTY—VIZWS OF SENATOR
BOOTT,
[BY TELERAFI TO THE TRInuNg,)

Wasmvaron, Nov, 20.—-Win. M. Evarls, who has
been in town sinee yeaterduy, denies that Le came
for the purpose of consultation with the Prosident
and Seerotary of State on the Caban difficulty, or
that he has had intorviews with them. He is hero
to attend to some eases before the Supremo Court.
He has had, a8 vet, no occasion, lie says, to modify
the views which he expressed in Lis sproch at the
Now-York meeting on the seizure of the Virginius
and the morder of ber erew and passengers,

Most of the prominent Senators and Heprosents-
tives who have arrived here are far from cnthusi-
gatic over the prospect of hostilities with Spain
They discuss the question cantiously, with many
“ifs " and “buts,” and rarely fail to refor toour
financial tronbles, the weskoess of onr navy, and
the support the United States onght to give to the
strngeling Spanish Republic,  The reasons for this
coolness on thear part in the midst of the prevailing
exoitement are obvious, Tlhe war fever disturhs aill
their plans for the Winter's work in Coneress, and
if it continues will muke the heavy spocclics they
have prepared on finances and politics, and the
Ills they have carefully drawn, so much nseiess
rubbish. The situstion will abroptly change, they
kuow, if war breaks out.  New financial mensures
must be devised, and new political combinations
way result that will throw old leaders into the
background and bring new men to the surfaee,
Naturally Senators und members of tae Honso whe
are comfortably engconeed in pleacant positions of
casy leadership deprecate any chavge. The storm
of righteous indignation st Spapish  barbarity
troubles them. It can do them no good, and, if
uothing worse huppens to them as the resalt of iy,

they will have to bestic themsclves to keop
the reins in their haods.  They will have
to  shoulder the respussibility  for  such
measures of  taxation  eor  jvtlation  which

the depleted state of Mre, Beerotary Richardson’s
eash-box will reader immadiately necessary in ease
of war. While generals are secling laurels in Cula
and eommodores in the adjncent sens, these states-
men will bave to undertake the thankless task of
providing money to pay for Heets and soldiers, and
thas can be doune in one of three ways only—by in-
eredsing taxation, by swelling the velume jof the
paper curteney, of by issuing new bonds—uone of
which would be relished by the publie.

The Hon, John Allison, Register of the Tressnry,
in speaking of the Caban question, thinks onr Gov-
ernment should not take sdvantage of Spain be
cause, techoically, the Vicgluius had her papers in
regular order. By hecoming invoived in a war with
Spain, we shall embarrass her attempts to found m
repitblig, The agitation of the war question, be
thinks, will sorve the parpose of diverting the pob-
lic mind from finanecial cmbarraasnents, and the
diseussion of the snlject m Congress will undonbt-
vdly afford Congressinen an opportunity of shirking
the responsibility of their shorteomings in the past.

Senator Scott, of Pennsylvania, speaking of the
Cuban diffieulty, to-day, said that he had not been
informed of the oficial facts reecived in relation
to the question, and he thonght that, in order to
form an opinion as to what was the duty of oug
Government in the premises, the facts should ftirss
be well considered,  If the Virginius, at the time of
tecciving her papers, ostensibly obtaived them for
the purpose of legitimate commerce, but in reality
with adesign to assist the Cubun Junta, she had
then gone outside the lmit of protection from the
iaws of the United States, and cur Government
would certainly not be justified in demanding
roparation from Spain for its netion concerning hor.
Beenuse a vessel had obtained its papers nader fulse
representation, thus violsting the laws of the United
States, and making itself amenable to those of
Spain, would it be proper, would we be just to
gacrilice thonsands of lives becanss cortain American
cltizens, illegally sailing mnder the American tiag,
bad met their death at the bands of the Spauuards?

My, Seott wasof the opinion that if en the contrary
this fact was not shown, snd that internationsl law
had heen violated on the part of Spain, and the Vie-
giniug was proceeding nnder lawiul circumstanees,
Congress would not besitate to go to the furthest
limit i demanding reparation and security that s
repetition of the Virginius ontrage ahonkl not oceur,
even if war were likely to result from such s demand,
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NAVAL PREPARATIONS,

ORDERS FROM THE DEPARTMENT AT WASIIINGION—
TIHE VRANKLIN, COLORADWN. BROOKLYS, AND
DICTATUOR TO BAIL SOON FOR CUBAN WATERS,

Wasmsaron, Nov. 20—=The Nuvy Departs
ment is to-day ordering officers to the fist-class steamons
Frauklin at Boston anl the Colorado at Now - York; the
sreond-rlass steamer Brooklyn at Bodton, and the iron-
elad Dietator, which i soon to be towed from Now-Loa-
don, Conn., to New-York —all of wiich vessels will soom
sall for Caban waters, Capt. Edward Slapson wiil com-
mand the Frauklin, Copt. George M. Ransom  the
Colorado, und Capt. William T. Traxton the Hrook!ya.
The comrmanding ofticer for the Metator has ot yed
been salected,

Commander Georgs Brown and Lieut.-Commander J,
Crittondon Watson have becn ordered to erdusoce duty
at the Brooklsn Navy-Yard.

ACTIVITY AT TIE CHARLESTOWN NAVY-YAED,
IBY TELRGRATH TO TUE THIGUNE.|

Bostox, Nov, 20.—The only new orders re-
eeived at the Caarlestown Yard this week wers to hurry
the work pight and duy, and the re<uit bas been snon
goail honest work as the Government seldom eats loe
the wages 16 pays. The foree of wen (s inereased us (ne
as it 18 possible to work them to advantage, and ro=
duy W numbered 1,56 wen.  Every separtmens i
worked as long as possible.  In the Eguipment Dopart-
ment Wwork is eontinued wntilt 103 p. ., while the
Eugineer's and Bleam Engincers’ Departinent s rap
durine the wholo 24 bours, There has been an nowopted
uttendanee of visitors kluee the hurey began, and thio
afternoon, i the cold, threatening weather, the work o
the Franklin was watcbed by numerous oufsiders.  The
Frankin 1 in the dry deek, aud the muin work b
predent apon it s on its Iuterior, thoagh at the sawe
U the old copper 1s being tora off the hull, for the pur-
pose of canlkiog.  The constructor reporis that this
veasel will be prepared to recelve water in its tanke
pext Saturday ; 20,00 gallons will be required. The
work ot the Brookiyn, which will not be fimished uatid
some thine after the Pranklio is ready, consists at prosens
of puttiog fu new bollees, The foree of warines s belog
enlarged, and a recruiting ofice has been estabilsbed 0D
Blackstone-st, A few men are cullstod dally sod are ob
onee sent over to the yard,

MOVEMENTS OF THE OSSR,

Fontress Moxgor, Va., Nov, 20,—The United
Stites steamer Ossipee, from Nowpors, passed the Furd
ot 9 u, m. this morning for the Norfolk Navy Yard

TUE BROOKLYN NAVY-YaRD.

The busy hum of warlike preparation at the
Brooklyn Navy-Yard yesterday prescnted u warkod con
trust to the sluggish inactivity of @ few wenka ago.
Thore have beon ne additional men pab ou a4t thoe Yard
alion Wednesday, aud Naval Construcior Hansomb
stetes thut le has now o sufficlont forve for sl purposess
The s of the Yard were bealocod yeaterday by cager
npplicants for work. The gican filgates Colorado aod
Minuvaots, the 2-gun sloop Florida, aond the triple-ar
reted monitor Roanoke, aro nuw Bolng ited for soa wild
all posaiih: diapateh. Toe Colorado, wheain 1B,
FATTIOS & orew of 63 men.  Bhe s now ‘n-uulg hor mig-
ging and stores, and will probably bs ready In (wo
weeks, [ ls expeoted (hal siie will bo the facstip of |
the North Atluntie squadron (0 place of tho Worceston
Tho Micnosoks will uok bo rosdy for ses under 3 days
8 hor oowl buukers are DOt L kol ber machinery s W
v overimulod. Lo slovo-of-war Florida boars the rop




